
 
    

 

“I love it when a plan comes together” 

 -- Hannibal Smith, The A-Team 

or 

“The benefits of preparing and using an 
astronomical observing plan” 

-- Jack Fitzmier, The B-Team 
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Chapter Meeting – July 13, 2013 



                    

I.  My introduction to Charlie Elliott Astronomy 

II. “Poking Around” versus “Sight Seeing” 

III. Elements and benefits of an observing plan 

IV. The Astronomical League 

V. Planning resources 

VI. Jack’s attempt at a “new celestial order” 
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I. My introduction to Charlie Elliott Astronomy 

 

October 22, 2011 

 

“Yo, Art!” 

 

“What number?” 

 

“119” 
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II. “Poking Around” versus “Sight Seeing” 
 

A chance to explore London! 
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II. “Poking Around” versus “Sight Seeing” 
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Elements of an observing plan 

 

• What do you want to observe? 

• When and where is the object visible? 

• Make a list or log for the evening 

• Create sketches to guide you 

• Observe and record 

III.  Elements and benefits of an observing plan 
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Benefits of an observing plan 

• Requires you to study in advance  

of an observing session 

• Because your preparation is structured,  

so is your learning 

• A plan allows you to measure and  

track your astronomical knowledge 

• It provides a terrific sense of accomplishment! 

III.  Elements and benefits of an observing plan 
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• What is the Astronomical League? 

• History and Mission 

• Publications and Activities 

• The Observing Programs 

  Targets / Assignments 

  Logs, reports, sketches, images 

  Submission for evaluation 

  Recognition on completion 

 

IV.  The Astronomical League 
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Lunar II Program -- 100 Assignments 

 

1 – 3   Sketch the full Moon 

 

4 – 70  Observe and describe a list of craters, 

    mountains, ridges, etc. 

 

71 – 86  Observe and create sketches of  

    interesting lunar features 

 

  

  

 

IV.  The Astronomical League 
 

 

20 



 

87 – 94  Observe and sketch / image lunar 

    features at two different times 

 

95 – 100 Observe and write reports on Apollo 

    or Luna landing sites, occultation of a  

    star by the Moon 

  

  

  

 

IV.  The Astronomical League 
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Six Optional Exercises 

 A. Sketch / image phase / position change 

 over 3 consecutive days 

  

B. Sketch / image Moon from the same location 

 one month apart 

  

C. Sketch / image the difference in the size 

 of the moon at apogee and perigee 

  

  

  

 

IV.  The Astronomical League 
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D: Observe a solar eclipse and provide sketches 

 or images of entry and event maximum 

  

E: Observe lunar lowlands with colored filters  

 and create a report on results 

  

F: Create images at one hour intervals that show 

 terminator passing over prominent feature 

  

  

  

 

IV.  The Astronomical League 
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By frequency of use … 

Daily: Weather, conditions, and phases 

Weekly: Sky and Telescope online 

Monthly: Sky and Telescope paper copy 

Regularly: Computer programs 

Just before observing: Published resources 

New on my horizon: Astro Planner! 

 

V.  Planning Resources 
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Daily 
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Daily 

30 



Daily 
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Weekly 
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Weekly 
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Weekly 
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In pursuit of six AL Observing Programs: 

Messier * 

Herschel 400 * 

Double Star * 

Urban 

Stellar Evolution 

Binocular Deep Sky 
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VI. Jack’s “new celestial order”  
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