
CHARLIE ELLIOTT CHAPTER OF THE ATLANTA 
ASTRONOMY CLUB 

MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 9, 2016 

The January monthly meeting for the Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta 

Astronomy Club was held on 1/9/16 in the Dining Hall at the Charlie Elliott 

Wildlife Management property in Mansfield, Georgia.   

Prior to the beginning of the meeting, our astrophotography committee co-

chair, Van Macatee, hosted a workshop on PixInsight at 2:30 p.m.  There 

were 9 members of the club present for this workshop.  Some photos are 

included here of Van’s instruction.  Photos courtesy of Steve Siedentop. 

  

Jack Fitzmier, Chapter Director, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and 

welcomed everyone. There were twenty-one members and guests in 

attendance.  He introduced fellow AAC member, Dan Llewellyn, who was our 

featured speaker this month.  Dan told us about the new Sony A7S Camera 

for Deep Sky and Planetary imaging.  After explaining an overview of Bayer 

filters and the demosaicing algorithm, he highlighted the features of the new 

camera.  At roughly $2,700 for the camera alone, or $3,000 for the full kit, it 

is quite pricey.  It can, however, eliminate the need for many of the 

telescope components necessary for long exposure imaging.  He also 

presented many photos made with his Sony A7S, and compared those with 

other long exposure shots of the same target.  It appears to be able to cut 

way back on the time needed to gather the images. 

 



 

After the featured talk, Dan Thoman, Outreach Co-ordinator, mentioned 

several upcoming dates for outreach events, and asked for volunteers to 

please RSVP on the NSN website.  If you would like to help out with any of 

these events, please be sure to note that on the events calendar. 

Ken Poshedly gave a quick talk on some articles to be expected in the 

upcoming issues of ALPO. 

David Whalen, Observing Director, treated us to another energetic “All of the 

Above”, which gives a run-down of what you can expect to see in the sky in 

the coming weeks. Beginning with a wonderful “Star Wars” related theme, 

complete with a musical score, it included current weather conditions for the 

Jon Wood Astronomy Field, relative location of each of the planets, along 

with the sun and moon, and each of their respective rise and set times. He 

included H-alpha photos of the Sun as of 1/9/2016.  Also discussed were 

several deep-sky targets in the categories of “Relaxing”, “Intriguing”, 

“Taxing” and a Challenge Object.  The full list of targets for the month of 

January is available on the website.   

 



 

This month’s astrophotography targets are:  Beginners – M42, the Great 

Orion Nebula, and Advanced – NGC 1316, the Fornax lenticular galaxy. 

We were unable to observe on the Jon Wood Field after the meeting due to 

inclement weather. 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Outreach Event: Trip Elementary School in Grayson on January 28, 2016 at 

6:00 p.m. 

CE Meeting: February 6th at 4:00 p.m. in the Conference Center 

Building.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Valorie Whalen 

Recording Secretary, Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta Astronomy Club 

 
All photos included are courtesy of Steve Siedentop. 

 


