
CHARLIE ELLIOTT CHAPTER OF THE ATLANTA 
ASTRONOMY CLUB 

MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 6, 2016 

The February monthly meeting for the Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta 

Astronomy Club was held on 2/6/16 in the Dining Hall at the Charlie Elliott 

Wildlife Management property in Mansfield, Georgia.   

Prior to the beginning of the meeting, our astrophotography committee co-

chair, Van Macatee, hosted a workshop on PixInsight at 2:30 p.m.  There 

were 11 members of the club present for this workshop.  Photos courtesy of 

Valorie Whalen. 

 

Jack Fitzmier, Chapter Director, called the meeting to order at 4:00 p.m. and 

welcomed everyone. There were twenty-seven members and guests in 

attendance.  David Whalen, Observing Director, treated us to another 

energetic “All of the Above”, which gives a run-down of what you can expect 

to see in the sky in the coming weeks. Beginning with a wonderful “Star 

Trek” related theme, complete with a musical score, it included current 

weather conditions for the Jon Wood Astronomy Field, relative location of 

each of the planets, along with the sun and moon, and each of their 

respective rise and set times. He included H-alpha photos of the Sun as of 

2/6/2016.  Also discussed were several deep-sky targets in the categories of 



“Relaxing”, “Intriguing”, “Taxing” and a Challenge Object.  The full list of 

targets for the month of January is available on the website.   

Jack also presented the Outreach awards for those folks who had attended 

five or more events during 2015.  Those recipients were: Theo Ramakers, 

Frank Garner, Marie Lott, Dan Thoman, Bob Jacoby, Jack Fitzmier, David 

Whalen and Valorie Whalen.  He also announced AL awards for Dan Thoman-

Stellar Level Outreach and Double Star, and Valorie Whalen-Stellar 

Evolution.  Finally, Jack also announced to great surprise that David Whalen 

had submitted his logs for the Herschel 400 program.  He also entertained 

the crowd by reading some of David’s more comedic observations of the 

targets. 

Our featured speaker of the month was Dr. Michael Covington, introduced by 

Marie Lott.  Dr. Covington’s talk was “The Missing Messier Objects”.  His talk 

included a short bio of Charles Messier, with references to three publications 

of his catalogue as discovered objects were added, and the publications were 

updated.  The main point of discussion was M102, and the fact that it is 

referenced as being a duplicate of M101.  After some detailed sleuth work by 

Dr. Covington, it seems that Messier’s assistant, Pierre Mechain, may have 

erroneously recorded it as duplicated, because of its proximity to M101.  

However, more likely is the theory that M102 is actually NGC 5866, which 

corresponds to most of Messier’s location description, except for being one 

hour off in Right Ascension.  Spiral Galaxy NGC 5866 is also acknowledged 

by Celestron as being M102 in its Go-To location library. 

 



 

 

Finally, Ken Poshedly gave a quick talk on some articles to be expected in 

the upcoming issues of ALPO. 

This month’s astrophotography targets are:  M81 and M82 (also known as 

Bode’s Galaxy and the Cigar Galaxy) in Ursa Major. 

 

Upcoming Events: 

Outreach Event: Space Night at New Hope Church in Lawrenceville on 

Wednesday, February 10, 2016 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Outreach Event: Space Camp at Hightower Trail Elementary School in 

Conyers on Friday, February 26, 2016 from 6:00 to 9:30 p.m. 

Outreach Event: STEM night at Snellville Middle School in Snellville on 

Thursday, March 3, 2016 from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. 

Outreach Event:  Astronomy night at Summerour Middle School in Norcross 

on Friday, March 4, 2016 from 6:00 to 10:00 p.m. 



CE Meeting: March 12th at 5:00 p.m. in the Campbell Aquatic Building. 

This is one of our quarterly potluck dinner meetings.  A potluck sign-up link 

will be posted on the website. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valorie Whalen 

Recording Secretary, Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta Astronomy Club 
 


