
CHARLIE ELLIOTT CHAPTER OF THE ATLANTA 
ASTRONOMY CLUB 

MEETING MINUTES FOR APRIL 9, 2016 

The April monthly meeting for the Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta 

Astronomy Club was held on 4/9/16 in Building B at the Charlie Elliott 

Wildlife Management property in Mansfield, Georgia.   

Jack Fitzmier, Chapter Director, called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and 

welcomed everyone. There were thirty-four members and guests in 

attendance.  Jack gave an update on the progression of the Mercury transit 

of the Sun Astronomical League program.  The event will take place on May 

9, 2016.  Two sets of data from two different observation points are required 

to complete this program.  If you are interested in completing it, please see 

Jack to have a partner assigned to you.  He also presented an Astronomical 

League Basic Outreach certificate and pin to Thomas Whalen for completing 

10 hours of outreach. 
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Our featured speaker this month was Dr. Erin Bonning, Director of the 

Planetarium at Emory University.  She presented a discussion of the recent 

detection of a gravitational wave by the LIGO facility in Livingston, 

Louisiana.  This detection, and subsequent confirmation of Albert Einstein’s 

theory of relativity, was made on September 15, 2015, from the merger of 

two black holes taking place approximately 1.4 billion years ago.  The event 

represented the collision of a black hole of approximately 36 solar masses 

with another black hole that was approximately 29 solar masses.  This 

resulted in a new black hole of roughly 62 solar masses, and the immediate 

release of about 3 solar masses in energy radiating through the universe in 

waves.  Quite an exciting discovery for the scientific community! 

David Whalen, Observing Director, treated us to another exciting episode of 

“All of the Above”, which gives a run-down of what you can expect to see in 

the sky in the coming weeks. The theme of this month’s presentation was 

“Galaxy Season” with part of the musical score from the movie Hitchhiker’s 

Guide to the Galaxy. Included were several graphics explaining the Earth’s 

current position with respect to the Milky Way in April, and why we can see 

so many other galaxies at this time of year. It also included current weather 

conditions for the Jon Wood Astronomy Field, relative location of each of the 

planets, along with the sun and moon, and each of their respective rise and 

set times. He included H-alpha photos of the Sun as of 4/9/2016.  Also 

discussed were several deep-sky targets in the categories of “Relaxing”, 

“Intriguing”, “Taxing” and a Challenge Object.  The full list of targets for the 

month of April is available on the website.   

Finally, Ken Poshedly handed out some current issues of the ALPO 

newsletter. 

After the meeting, we adjourned to the Jon Wood Field to observe.  There 

were approximately 34 observers taking advantage of the nice viewing 

conditions. 

This month’s astrophotography target is:  M104, as known as the Sombrero 

Galaxy, in Virgo. 

 

  



Upcoming Events: 

Outreach Event: Solar viewing at Anna Ruby Falls, Anna Ruby Falls Road, 

Helen, GA 30545.  Saturday, April 16, 2016 from 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Outreach Event:  Solar viewing at Madison Spring Festival, Madison Town 

Park, W. Jefferson Street, Madison, GA 30650.  Saturday, April 30, 2016 

from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Outreach Event:  The Sun over McConnell Middle School, 550 Ozora Road, 

Loganville, GA 30052.  Monday, May 2, 2016 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Outreach Event:  Jakes Day at Charlie Elliott Wildlife Center, Brooke Ager 

Discovery Area, Murder Creek Church Road, Mansfield, GA 30055.  Saturday, 

May 7, 2016 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

CE Meeting: Saturday, May 7, 2016 at 6:30 p.m.  The meeting room will 

be announced on the website.  This is our annual meeting for the election of 

the club officers/board members for the 2016/2017 year.  Please be sure to 

join us. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Valorie Whalen 
Recording Secretary, Charlie Elliott Chapter of the Atlanta Astronomy Club 

 


