
PERSPECTIVE
SATURDAY NOVEMBER 10, 2018



PERSPECTIVE

"Every atom in your body came from a star that exploded. The atoms in your left hand may have come 
from a different star than the atoms in your right hand. It really is the most poetic thing I know about 
physics. We are all stardust."

Lawrence Krauss

1954-



THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Venus

Venus, the second planet from the Sun is, from our perspective, no longer the brightest object in the early 
evening sky. But, if you're persistent, and careful, you can still see it in the day time! Look for it tomorrow 
in the late morning sky to the west of the Sun at around 10:45 a.m.

Image credit: Dan Herron
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Submit your Venus images and observations to venus@alpo-astronomy.org
For more information, check out http://www.alpo-astronomy.org/venusblog

mailto:venus@alpo-astronomy.org


THE NEIGHBORHOOD
Jupiter

The gas giant that acts as a vacuum cleaner of sorts is closer to the horizon as the Sun sets. The largest 
planet in our solar system isn't visible at night anymore, but if you're up for another challenge, and if you 
can be extremely careful, you can see it in the day time following the sun. 

Image credit: Philip Crudden
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If you were wondering just how big Jupiter's Great Red Spot is, here's an image to give you some 
perspective. If you were to cut the globe and lay it flat, it would cover an area roughly the size of the Great 
Red Spot. Image Credit: NASA
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Submit your Jupiter images and observations to jupiter@alpo-astronomy.org. For more information, visit 
http://www.alpo-astronomy.org/jupiterblog

mailto:jupiter@alpo-astronomy.org
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Saturn

The ringed planet always draws a crowd at outreach events, but it's not visible in the evening anymore.

However, Saturn offers another daytime challenge if you're careful and persistent

Image Credit: John Kemp
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Submit your Saturn images and observations to saturn@alpo-astronomy.org. For more information, visit 
http://www.alpo-astronomy.org/saturnblog
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Mars

Mars is still visible in the evening, and a reasonable hour at that! The dust storm that ruined the most 
favorable opposition for a long time has all but subsided and Mars will be favorably positioned tonight for 
imaging and observing. 

Image credit: Clyde Foster
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Submit your Mars images and observations to mars@alpo-astronomy.org. For more information, visit http://www.alpo-
astronomy.org/marsblog

mailto:saturn@alpo-astronomy.org
http://www.alpo-astronomy.org/marsblog


THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Comet 38P/Stephan-Oterma
• Periodic comet first sighted by Gerome Coggia in 1867 who thought it was a nebula. 

• Follow up observations days later by E. Stephan revealed that it was indeed a comet.

• Photographically rediscovered by 1942 by Liisi Oterma. Coggia was not credited for the discovery.

• Will be 7.29 light minutes from Earth on November 10, 2018.

• Expected to reach magnitude 9



DEEP SKY

Auriga – The Charioteer

• Easily found by looking for a trapezoid rising in the east.

• Home to an eclipsing binary with the longest known orbital period, Epsilon Aurigae 

• Home to a chemically peculiar binary star 

• Home to a beautiful newborn star cluster and emission nebula
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Interesting Objects in Auriga

Designation Type Common Name RA DEC Notes

Epsilon 
Aurigae

Eclipsing Binary 
Star

Almaaz 05h03m18s +43*50'51" Eclipsing binary with an 
orbital period of 27 years 
and an eclipse period of 2 
years. 

Theta Aurigae Binary Star NGC 891 06h00m59s +37*12'40" Chemically peculiar binary 
star: Strontium, Chromium, 
Silicon. Multiple magnetic 
fields and may have 4 poles.

IC410 Emission Nebula Flaming Star Nebula 05h17m25s +34*17'05" Great imaging target. Use 
an O-III filter to observe 
visually.

NGC 1931 Emission Nebula The Fly 05h32m38s +34*15'40" Look for the spider as well 
(IC 417). Use high 
magnification.
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This month, we have opportunities to observe permanent residents of our solar system as well as objects 
just passing through. Some of these deep sky objects in the sky this month are visually exciting and some 
are not. However, their contemplative value is undeniable. For example, consider eclipsing binary Epsilon 
Aurigae with an orbital period of 27 years and an eclipse that lasts 2 years! Now consider that there is no 
spectroscopic nor photometric evidence of an eclipsing object. What is the nature of this object that 
eclipses an F-Type Supergiant for nearly two years? What would life be like on a planet orbiting one or 
both of these objects? If we could withstand the radiated energy from the primary star which is 27 times 
the size of the sun, would we see sunspots and how frequently would they form? What effect would the 
gravitational fields of the two objects have on us as living organisms? Things to contemplate while you 
observe and image...

Hopefully, this gives you some perspective.
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